
 

 

Advent
Evening Prayer

December 1, 2021



_________________________________________________________________________________________

GATHERED BY THE LONG ARMS OF THE CROSS_________________________________________________________________________________________
December 1, 2021 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP: IN-PERSON and LIVESTREAM 
Video also streamed in Fellowship Hall & Sunday School Wing

EVENING PRAYER SERVICE
P–PASTOR;   C–CONGREGATION;   A–CANTOR/CHOIR;   L–LECTOR/LEADER 

✠ In the Name of Jesus ✠
GATHERING ANTIPHON

Please stand and sing continuously.

Taizé – Wait for the Lord Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

SERVICE OF LIGHT
VERSICLES (Sung) LSB 243

L Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
C the light no darkness can overcome.

L Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C and the day is almost over.

L Let Your light scatter the darkness
C and illumine Your Church. 
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PHOS HILARON ~ Hymn of Light  (Sung) LSB 244
L Joyous light of glory:
C of the immortal Father;

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT  (Sung) LSB 245
L Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe,

who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night.

Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;
may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Please extinguish candles and place them in the basket in the narthex as you leave.

PSALMODY
Sit/Kneel
PSALM 141:1-4, 8 (Sung) LSB 245-247

C–ALL; !–MEN; @–WOMEN

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

! O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;
hear my voice when I cry to You.

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

@ Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,
and guard the door of my lips.
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! Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.

@ But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
in You I take refuge.
Strip me not of my life.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

P Let us pray.
Silence for individual prayer.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 
forever.

C Amen.

TE DEUM CANTICLE ~ We Praise You, O God

 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage. 
Govern them and lift them up forever. 
Day by day we magnify You. 
And we worship Your name forever and ever. 
 
Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You. 
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Te Deum LSB 223
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PSALMODY

Psalm

READINGS

Genesis 12:1–3; 18:1–15 Genesis 12:1–3; 18:1–15
The Call of Abram

1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

1And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 
2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he 
ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in 
your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 
under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on
—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into 
the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to 
the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took 
curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree 
while they ate.

9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will 
surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at 
the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had 
ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 
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READINGS

Sit
FIRST LESSON – Genesis 12:1–3; 18:1–15

The Call of Abram
1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

18:1And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 
heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 
3and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to 
your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to 
Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran 
to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 
8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he 
stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD 
said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” 
And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, 
saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to 
Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is 
anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you about this time next 
year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was 
afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

L This is the Word of the Lord:
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection follows the reading.
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SECOND LESSON – John 8:48–58
Before Abraham Was, I Am

48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51Truly, truly, I 
say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we 
know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my 
word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the 
prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my 
glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you 
have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like 
you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 
day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

L This is the Word of the Lord:
C Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection follows the reading.

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets,
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Hebrews 1:1-2a

OFICE HYMN Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying – LSB 597
1 Water, blood, and Spirit crying, 

By their witness testifying 
To the One whose death-defying 
    Life has come, with life for all.

2 In a wat’ry grave are buried 
All our sins that Jesus carried; 
Christ, the Ark of Life, has ferried 
    Us across death’s raging flood. 

3 Dark the way, yet Christ precedes us, 
Past the scowl of death He leads us; 
Spreads a table where He feeds us 
    With His body and His blood.

4 Though around us death is seething, 
God, His two-edged sword unsheathing, 
By His Spirit life is breathing 
    Through the living, active Word. 

5 Spirit, water, blood entreating, 
Working faith and its completing 
In the One whose death-defeating 
    Life has come, with life for all.

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001696

HOMILY Abraham, in the Light of Christ 
– Born, Born, Born, to Living Hope – 
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CANTICLE
Stand
MAGNIFICAT ~ Song of Mary Luke 1:46-55 
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PRAYER
Kneel/Stand
LITANY (Sung) LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends
so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.

After each petition the following versicle is sung: 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:

The prayers then continue:
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ,

let us give thanks to the Lord:

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one 
another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

COLLECT FOR PEACE (Sung) LSB 251
P Let us pray.  O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (Sung) – Matthew 6:9-13 LSB 251
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand
BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1] (Sung) LSB 252

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

COLLECT - Prayer for Guidance in Our Calling (Sung) LSB 311
P Let us pray. 
C Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see 

the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith 
to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go but only that Your 
hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they 

may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and 

all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord: 

 
  
L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our 

Lord: 

 

Collect For Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that 

peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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As you are comfortable, please come forward and gather by the cross around the altar.
HYMN The Advent of Our King – LSB 331 D
1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
    In strains of holy joy.

2 The everlasting Son 
    Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
    To set His servants free.

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 
    To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
    The peace He comes to bring. 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 
    He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite 
    With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day 
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on.

D 6 All glory to the Son, 
    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Public domain

BENEDICTION (Sung) LSB 252
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son,

and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.

The Offerings will be received at the door.

✠ Glory to God Alone ✠

Next Midweek
Jacob, in the Light of Christ 

– Surely the LORD Is in This Place – 
Genesis 28:10–17; John 1:43–51

Psalm  139:1-12



Christmas Worship Schedule
IN-PERSON AND LIVESTREAM

4th Sunday in Advent
Sunday, December 19th, Worship at 10:15 am

NOTE: NO EDUCATION HOUR

Christmas Eve Worship
Festival of Lessons and Carols

Friday, December 24th, at 7:30 pm

Christmas Day Worship
The Nativity of Our Lord

Saturday, December 25th, at 10:00 am

1st Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 26th, Worship at 10:15 am

NOTE: NO EDUCATION HOUR

2nd Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, January 2nd, Worship at 10:15 am

NOTE: NO EDUCATION HOUR

Baptism of Our Lord
(Service begins with Epiphany reading)

Sunday, January 9th,

EDUCATION HOUR RESUMES: 9:00-9:50 am
Worship at 10:15 am

St. Peter Lutheran Church 
splcm.org | 437 East Dragoon Trail; Mishawaka, IN  46544; 574-255-5585 

The Rev. Bryan G. Borger, Senior Pastor – Cell 574-386-6401
The Rev. Dr. Adam Clark, Outreach Pastor

Mrs. Emily Ruch, Director of Music Ministries
Mrs. Lataya Meyers, Ministry Coordinator (Church Office)

Sunday Schedule: Education Hour (All Ages) 9:00-9:50am
Sunday Worship 10:15 am

The mission of St. Peter is to share a changeless Christ in a changing world
through a community engaged in Worship, Bible Study and Christian Service.


