
Week 8: Church, World, and Redemption 
 

Review: 

• Faith vs. lack of faith gives Church and World fundamentally distinct dynamics and forms 

• The true “political” is the Heavenly City of the New Jerusalem, in which the Church now 

participates in part (now but also not yet).  It is focused on the true Shalom, the 

enjoyment of God and all things in God; the earthly city in contrast focuses on an 

“earthly” shalom defined in terms of earthly life going well (Augustine, City of God XIX).  

The Church makes use of the peace of the earthly city, with which the earthly elements 

of its own good are partially bound up (Jer 29:7); yet there remains a fundamental 

distinction of identities and also a constant practical difference, in that the church seeks 

to “refer” even “earthly things” to God, i.e. order them to God’s glory and according to 

the further history he provides to creation.  There will continue to be tensions, 

especially since the earthly city, without a faith-orientation to the true, Triune God who 

gives and commands that specific history to the world, unavoidably sets and pursues 

idolatrous gods / visions of the good, as well as false forms of historical reality other 

than the ones God ordains. 

• Still, alongside the fallenness of the world, God’s creative power is still at work in it.  At 

the end of last week, we also suggested that perhaps a certain “redemptive” dynamic is 

also at work in the world.  This week, we will try to unpack these last points further. 

Last Week’s starting point, Amos 9:7 “Are you not like the Cushites to me, O people of Israel?” 

declares the Lord. “Did I not bring up Israel from the land of Egypt, and the Philistines 

from Caphtor and the Syrians from Kir?” 

 

PROVIDENCE 

Acts 17:26-27 “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 

the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling places, that 

they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him.” 

What does this indicate about how God determines and directs those outside the Church? 

 
 
 
TOWARD REDEMPTION? 
John 19:8-11a: “8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid. 9 He entered his 
headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no 
answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have 
no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above…” 
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Acts 2:23, Peter speaking to the Jews gathered on Pentecost: “[Jesus] was handed over to you 
by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to 
death by nailing him to the cross.” 
 
What do these passages suggest about God’s ordering of “the world” (e.g. Pilate) vis-à-vis 
redemption? 
 
 
 
 
Preservation of Basic Earthly Necessities as (Partial) Redemption? 
 
“Logical Implication”: after the fall, even "preservation" of creation requires continually 
rescuing it from sin.  So in effect, in a fallen world, if there is to be preservation, it inevitably will 
entail and take the form of some level of "redemption.” 
 
Biblical examples: Joseph raised up to preserve Egypt against famine, Daniel over Babylon, 
God’s work to establish and preserve the boundaries and life of nations (Acts 17 above), 
general descriptions of sustaining providence.  
 
 
Deeper Analogy to Life of Community of Faith? 
Particular Passages 
 
Genesis 16:7-13 “7 The angel of the Lord found [Hagar] by a spring of water in the wilderness, 
the spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come 
from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9 The angel of 
the Lord said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10 The angel of the Lord also 
said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for 
multitude.” 11 And the angel of the Lord said to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a 
son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has listened to your affliction. 12 He shall 
be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him, 
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” 13 So she called the name of the Lord who 

spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing” [ל ֳרא  ִ֑י ֵ֣ ה א  ָּ֖ יה ִ֑ ַאת  ל ֶ֔  for she said, “Truly here I have seen [א 
him who looks after me.” 
 

Genesis 21:12-13 “Godִ֑saidִ֑toִ֑Abraham,ִ֑“Beִ֑notִ֑displeasedִ֑becauseִ֑ofִ֑theִ֑boy and because of 

your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for through Isaac shall your 

offspring be named. 13 And I will make a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he 

is your offspring.” 
 
What does this say about a “nation” that is clearly NOT the offspring “elected” to be the 
chosen people of God?   
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Jonah 3:4-10 “4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They 
called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 6 The 
word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation and published through 
Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, 
taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and 
from the violence that is in his hands. 9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his 
fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned 
from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he 
did not do it.” 
 
What aspect of the life of believers appears “in the world” here?  How far does it seem to go? 
 
 
 
 
2 Chr 36:22-23 “22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 23 “Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among 
you of all his people, may the Lord his God be with him. Let him go up.’” 
 
Same question: What aspect of the life of believers appears “in the world” here?  How far 
does it seem to go? 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 20:1-9, 17 “From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived 
between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. 2 And Abraham said of Sarah his 
wife, ’She is my sister.’ And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, ‘Behold, you are a dead man because of the 
woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife.’ 4 Now Abimelech had not approached 
her. So he said, ’Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5 Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my 
sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence 
of my hands I have done this.’ 6 Then God said to him in the dream, ‘Yes, I know that you have 
done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. 
Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7 Now then, return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, so 
that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall 
surely die, you and all who are yours.’ 8 So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his 
servants and told them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. 9 Then Abimelech 
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called Abraham and said to him, ‘What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against 
you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things 
that ought not to be done’… Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech…” 
 
Same question: What aspect of the life of believers appears “in the world” here?  How far 
does it seem to go? 

 
 
 

 
Larger Claims about Creation’s Being and History and God’s Constant Aims and Character 
 

Hebrews 1:3-4 “3 [Jesus Christ] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 

nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” 
 

Colossians 1:15-20 “[Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 

for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head 

of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 

might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 

him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood 

of his cross. 

 

Genesis 1:26 “Let us make humanity in our image…” 

 

What claims are made here about how the created world relates to Christ? 
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Genesis 1:1-2 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth 

was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the face of the waters.”   

Read in tandem with John 16:7-15 “7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage 

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him 

to you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 

righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  
12 “Iִ֑stillִ֑haveִ֑manyִ֑thingsִ֑toִ֑sayִ֑toִ֑you,ִ֑butִ֑youִ֑cannotִ֑bearִ֑themִ֑now. 13 When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 

but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He 

will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is 

mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 

What does this indicate about the way the Spirit works on the world and in relation to the 

Son? 

 
 
 
 
The Church as God’s Instrument 
 
Matt 5:13-14 “13 “You are the salt of the earth…14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
 
Matt 13:31-33 “31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, 
but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 33 He told them another parable. “The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it 
was all leavened.” 
 
Matt 18:18-19 “18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” 
 
What might these passages suggest about the church’s effect on the world? 
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Summary: Biblical Passages on the Possibility of Redemption in the World 

• Powerful ___________________but nothing ________________________. 
 
 
Yet recall John 18:36 “36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were 
of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the 
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
 
What does this passage DEFINITELY make clear about what the Church’s relation to the World 
is NOT? 

 
 
 
Last Week’s final question: as you think over your life history and the wider history of “the 
world,” what evidence is there of the world coming more into the key characteristics of the 
church’s form? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: “How far” into Christ?  What should be our expectation? 
 

 

 

 

“The world remains the world because it is the world that in Christ is loved, judged, and 

reconciled.  No one is commissioned to leap over the world and turn it into the kingdom of God.  

However, this does not lend legitimacy to the kind of pious indolence that only preserves its 

own virtue and abandons the evil world to its fate.  Instead, human beings are placed in a 

position of concrete and thus limited, i.e. created, responsibility that recognizes the world as 

loved, judged, and reconciled by God, and acts accordingly within it.  The ‘world’ is thus the 

domain of concrete responsibility that is given to us in and through Jesus Christ.  It is not some 

kind of general concept from which one could deduce a corresponding system.  Those who 

encounter the world in a way that accords with reality do not perceive the world as containing 

a self-sufficient principle—whether it be good, evil, or a mixture of both—and then act 

accordingly.  Instead, they live and act in limited responsibility, and in so doing allow for the 

world’s nature and character to be revealed to them ever anew.” 

   --Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “History and Good 2,” Ethics (DBWE 6: 266-7) 


