
Week 5: Theology of Communication and Politics 
Communication as Building the Political – Part I 

 

Opening Prayer and Review 

• Opening Prayer 

• Review: Four “elements of communication” 

o Week 1 – Communication as SHARING: the Trinity communicates life and a 

common mind within itself, and the Trinity shares a certain kind of life and 

communication of God’s mind with us.     

o Week 2 – Communication as NAMING: Adam names things, and this points to the 

way all communication teaches us to PERCEIVE and CONCEIVE reality. 

o Week 3 – Communication as REVELATION: in the first place, GOD’s own naming of 

himself, of us, and of all reality.  Secondarily, our “revelation” of ourselves to one 

another. 

o Week 4 – Communication as BUILDING.  Through our communication, we build a 

world that other people and even, in a sense, GOD inhabit.  

▪ O’Donovan – in particular, we create communities like families, schools, 

businesses, economies…ultimately every “neighborhood” in which people 

relate, whether small or large.   

o Pick up there, with Aristotle about to add the pivotal community of the “political.” 

 

Communication and “Political” Community 

Aristotle, Politics I.1253a 

“Hence it is evident that the polis is a creation of nature, and that man is by nature a political 

animal…Now the reason why man is more of a political animal than bees or any other gregarious 

animals is evident. Nature, as we often say, makes nothing in vain, and man is the only animal 

whom she has endowed with the gift of speech. And whereas mere sound is but an indication of 

pleasure or pain, and is therefore found in other animals (for their nature attains to the perception 

of pleasure and pain and the intimation of them to one another, and no further), the power of 

speech is intended to set forth the expedient and inexpedient, and likewise the just and the 

unjust. And it is a characteristic of man that he alone has any sense of good and evil, of just and 

unjust, and the association of living beings who have this sense makes a family and a polis.” 

What do you think of Aristotle’s claim that humanity is by nature a “political animal” because of 

our ability to communicate? 

 

 



Wk 5 Handout, p.2 
 

In the ancient world, the “political” was not just “government.”  It was rather first and foremost 

the whole of “civil” society.  How does it change our view of “the political” to think of it FIRST in 

terms of civil society?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you think civil society affects government per se? 

 

 

 

19th century French philosopher Joseph de Maistre said, “Every nation gets the government it 

deserves.”  Given the specific connections drawn between civil society to government, how far do 

you think this is true? 

 

 

 

 

 

Democracy: “We the People” ultimately are the government.  In particular, going beyond what 

was true previously, we are the government through our vote.   But how powerful is the vote?  

More specifically, where and how is voting most and least powerful? 
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In light of all this, how would you RANK and RELATE our political power as members of “civil 

society” with respect to our political power as “voters”? 

 

 

 

 

Read Romans 13:1-7: “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever 

resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 

judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the 

one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he 

is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one 

must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 

because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very 

thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue 

is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 

 

What role does this passage indicate God gives government?  What should we look for our leaders 

to do?  At what should we aim, insofar and to the degree that we now have some part in 

government as citizens of a democracy? 

 

 

Aristotle says the true family and polis requires not just “communication” but the moral sense of 

good and evil, justice and injustice.  Romans 13 seems to agree.  Does this mean, as Aristotle 

himself ultimately says (Nicomachean Ethics at 1099b30), that “[t]he end [or goal] of politics is the 

best of ends; and the main concern of politics is to engender a certain character in the citizens and 

to make them good and disposed to perform noble actions”?  Simply put, should the direct aim of 

politics be to “make men moral”?  Similarly, is the direct aim of government “perfect justice” in 

our social relationships and community structures and practices?  [Think also about other 

Scriptural passages that should affect our view.] 
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In light of all this, what role do you think the following should play in our choices of both political 

actions and political leaders: 1) overarching “ideals,” 2) a “realistic” assessment of the world and 

the ability of leaders to actually do what they say? 

-- 

 

 

 

 

 

In light of all this, “under democracy,” what KINDS and DEGREES of RESPONSIBILITY should we 

attribute 1) to ourselves, and 2) to our leaders? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In SUMMARY, given all these SPECIFIC claims, on what KINDS of things should we FOCUS when 

choosing who we will vote for?  [NOT specific policy positions, much less specific candidates.  

Rather, what are the most important and powerful things we can hope to secure through our 

vote?] 

 


